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Planning for the 2017 Founders Gala is well underway.  
We invite you to join us as a sponsor! 

The Founders Gala is the University of San Diego’s signature fundraising event that 
provides scholarships to USD’s best and brightest students. The scholarships give 
USD a distinct advantage when competing for sought-after scholars who, through 
their work and through their service, are leading change in the world. In 2017, with the 
date falling on Veterans Day, the university is paying special tribute to USD students and 
alumni in service.

The Founders Gala is held every other year in November and draws more than 500 
of the region’s most prominent corporate, philanthropic and community leaders, 
along with university trustees, administrators, alumni and friends. The black-tie event 
includes an exclusive VIP Sponsor Reception, silent and live auctions, an exquisite 
dining experience, and an After Party that won’t soon be forgotten.

Sponsorship opportunities have been tailored to fit any size budget. Joining forces 
with USD and its other corporate partners demonstrates your company’s commitment 
to support higher education and those serving in the military, while also providing 
significant visibility and networking opportunities that are sure to be beneficial.

About
Saturday  

NOVEMBER 11, 2017

Jenny Craig Pavilion 
University of San Diego

5 P.M. 
VIP Sponsor Reception

6 P.M. 
Cocktail Reception  
and Silent Auction

7:30 P.M. 
Dinner and Program

10 P.M. 
After Party

www.sandiego.edu/foundersgala
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The University of San Diego
As a nationally ranked Catholic university, the University of San Diego is  
committed to advancing academic excellence, expanding liberal arts and professional 
knowledge, creating a diverse and inclusive community and preparing leaders 
dedicated to ethical conduct and compassionate service, to create lasting social change 
in our global society.

About 70 percent of USD students rely on some form of financial aid. Even more 
are in need. Proceeds from the Founders Gala support the Founders Endowed 
Scholarship Fund, providing financial aid to USD’s most deserving undergraduate, 
graduate and law students.
Become a sponsor of USD’s Founders Gala —  
Support Student Scholars and Salute our Veterans.

For sponsorship inquiries, please contact:

Coreen G. Petti, Founders Gala Event Chair
(619) 260-4690  |  cpetti@sandiego.edu

USD Facts
The University of San Diego 
is ranked among the 
top-100 universities in 
the nation and is listed as 
one of America’s Catholic 
Colleges of Distinction.

 #1:  Most Beautiful  
Urban College 
Campus 

 #2:   Undergraduate  
Study Abroad

 #13:    Part-Time  
MBA Programs

 #15:   Undergraduate  
Engineering 
Programs 

 #15:  Community Service  
Participation

 #22:   Most Service-
Oriented

 #28:   Graduate Programs 
in Best for Vets: 
Business Schools

 #53:   Undergraduate  
Business  
Programs
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LEGACY SPONSOR — $50,000
EVENT BENEFITS

 y  Two tables of ten (10) with priority seating with the option to host two active-duty 
or veteran USD students at each table.

 y Ten (10) tickets to the Founders Gala VIP Sponsor Reception. 
 y Special table gifts for all guests.
 y Champagne or sparkling wine served at each table.
 y Prominent logo placement in the Founders Gala invitation (20,000 distribution).
 y Prominent logo placement and link on the Founders Gala web page and all event-
related electronic communication. 

 y One-page, four-color spread in the Founders Gala printed event program.
 y Verbal recognition at the event during live presentation.
 y Recognition in the sponsor video shown during event program.
 y Logo scroll on event screens during event program.
 y Logo placement on all event signage.
 y Table signage at event.

BONUS BENEFITS 
 y Six (6) VIP tickets to the privately hosted Founders Gala Patrons Party and 
Humphreys Concerts by the Bay (2016 Party features America on Sunday, August 7;  
2017 Party TBA).

 y An invitation for two to USD’s President’s Club annual Twilight Blues event.
 y Prominent logo placement in the full-page, four-color Founders Gala pre-event 
promotional ad to run in the September 2017 issue of San Diego Magazine 
(circulation 50,000 with 150,000 impressions).

 y  Prominent logo placement in the double-truck, four-color Founders Gala ad in the 
2017 San Diego Charitable Giving Guide Magazine (packaged and distributed with 
the December 2016 issue of San Diego Magazine — circulation 50,000 with 150,000 
impressions).

 y  Prominent logo placement in the Founders Gala promotional ad in USD Magazine 
(circulation to more than 60,000 alumni, parents, donors and friends of the university).

 y Recognition in USD’s Honor Roll of Donors.

*  Sponsorship confirmation required by July 1, 2017, to be included in the Founders Gala invitation.
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About USD  
Student  
Scholars

“I didn’t want to miss 
out on the complete 
college experience. This 
scholarship gives me the 
gift to make the most of 
my time here at USD and 
to make an impact in the 
world as a student and as 
an engineer.”

Ailsa Tirado
Class of 2016 

Major:  
Industrial and Systems 
Engineering
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HERITAGE SPONSOR — $25,000
EVENT BENEFITS

 y  One table of ten (10) with preferred seating.
 y Ten (10) tickets to the Founders Gala VIP Sponsor Reception. 
 y Selection of one exclusive sponsorship opportunity from the following categories 
(or a mutually agreed upon, event-related category of the sponsor’s preference):

 y Exclusive Auction Reception Sponsor — includes logo featured on reception 
A/V screens.

 y Exclusive Bar Sponsor — includes logo featured on barware and dedicated 
Bar Sponsor signage.

 y Exclusive Dinner Sponsor — includes logo featured on menu in printed 
program and dedicated Dinner Sponsor signage.

 y Exclusive Printed Materials Sponsor — includes logo featured on the back 
cover of printed materials.

 y Exclusive Wireless Technology Sponsor — includes logo featured on mobile 
bidding user interface and on all auction scoreboards.

 y Exclusive After Party Sponsor — includes logo featured on After Party  
A/V screens.

 y Logo placement in the Founders Gala invitation (20,000 distribution).
 y Logo placement and link on the Founders Gala web page and all event-related 
electronic communication.

 y One-page, full-color ad in the Founders Gala printed event program.
 y Recognition in the sponsor video shown during event program.
 y Logo scroll on event screens during event program.
 y Logo placement on all event signage.
 y Table signage at event.

BONUS BENEFITS 
 y Four (4) VIP tickets to the privately hosted Founders Gala Patrons Party and 
Humphreys Concerts by the Bay (2016 Party features America on Sunday, August 7;  
2017 Party TBA).

 y An invitation for two to USD’s President’s Club annual Twilight Blues event.
 y Logo placement in the full-page, four-color Founders Gala pre-event promotional 
ad to run in the September 2017 issue of San Diego Magazine (circulation 50,000 
with 150,000 impressions).

 y Logo placement in the double-truck, four-color Founders Gala ad in the 2017  
San Diego Charitable Giving Guide Magazine (packaged and distributed with  
the December 2016 issue of San Diego Magazine — circulation 50,000 with  
150,000 impressions).

 y Logo placement in the Founders Gala promotional ad in USD Magazine 
(circulation to more than 60,000 alumni, parents, donors and friends of the university).

 y Recognition in USD’s Honor Roll of Donors.

*  Sponsorship confirmation required by July 1, 2017, to be included in the Founders Gala invitation.
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About USD  
Student  
Scholars

“The scholarship made it 
possible for me to travel to 
the Dominican Republic 
to provide basic health 
care for hundreds of 
school-aged children. We 
administered medications, 
passed out toothbrushes, 
treated fungal infections... 
It was a rewarding 
experience and was hard 
to leave children who 
needed more than we 
could give in that short 
amount of time.”

Laura Gilbert 
Class of 2014

Major:  
Master’s Entry  
Program in Nursing
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TRADITION SPONSOR — $15,000
EVENT BENEFITS

 y  One table of ten (10) with preferred seating.
 y Ten (10) tickets to the Founders Gala VIP Sponsor Reception. 
 y Name listing in the Founders Gala invitation (20,000 distribution).
 y Name listing and link on the Founders Gala web page and all event-related 
electronic communication.

 y One-page, full-color ad in the Founders Gala printed event program.
 y Recognition in the sponsor video shown during event program.
 y Name to scroll on event screens during event program.
 y Name listing on all event signage.
 y Table signage at event.

BONUS BENEFITS 
 y Two (2) VIP tickets to the privately hosted Founders Gala Patrons Party and 
Humphreys Concerts by the Bay (2016 Party features America on Sunday, August 7;  
2017 Party TBA).

 y An invitation for two to USD’s President’s Club annual Twilight Blues event.
 y Name listing in the full-page, four-color Founders Gala pre-event promotional ad 
to run in the September 2017 issue of San Diego Magazine (circulation 50,000 with 
150,000 impressions).

 y Name listing in the double-truck, four-color Founders Gala ad in the 2017  
San Diego Charitable Giving Guide Magazine (packaged and distributed with  
the December 2016 issue of San Diego Magazine — circulation 50,000 with  
150,000 impressions).

 y Name listing in the Founders Gala promotional ad in USD Magazine (circulation to 
more than 60,000 alumni, parents, donors and friends of the university).

 y Recognition in USD’s Honor Roll of Donors.

*  Sponsorship confirmation required by July 1, 2017, to be included in the Founders Gala invitation.
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About USD  
Student  
Scholars

“I wouldn’t be here if it 
wasn’t for scholarships 
and financial aid. Coming 
to USD would have been 
out of the question, but 
these generous donors 
made it all possible and I 
intend to pay every dollar 
back once I graduate 
by helping support 
scholarships for students 
who come after me.”

William Dow
Class of 2017

Major:  
Electrical Engineering
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PREMIER TABLE — $10,000
EVENT BENEFITS

 y One table of ten (10) with preferred seating. 
 y Ten (10) tickets to the Founders Gala VIP Sponsor Reception. 
 y One-page, full-color ad in the Founders Gala printed event program.
 y Name to scroll on event screens during event program.
 y Name listing on all event signage.
 y Table signage at event.

VIP GALA TABLE — $7,500
EVENT BENEFITS

 y One table of ten (10). 
 y Four (4) tickets to the Founders Gala VIP Sponsor Reception. 
 y Half-page, full-color ad in the Founders Gala printed event program.
 y Table signage at event.

GALA TABLE — $5,000
EVENT BENEFITS

 y One table of ten (10). 
 y Name listing in the Founders Gala printed event program.
 y Table signage at event.

IN-KIND SPONSOR — $2,500 (value)
Providing product and/or service sponsorship valued at $2,500 or more. 

 y Two tickets to the 2017 Founders Gala.
 y Name listing in the Founders Gala printed event program.

www.sandiego.edu/foundersgala

Saluting  
Our Veterans

Today nearly 600 students  
at the University of San 
Diego are on active-duty,  
are veterans, are enrolled in 
the NROTC program, or 
are military family members. 

The university has long been 
a supporter of those who 
served and those still serving. 

In July 2012, USD launched 
a Veterans Legal Clinic 
through the School of 
Law, helping veterans from 
throughout the community 
manage disputes related to 
their GI Bill benefits. 

When the university  
opened its Veteran’s Center  
in October 2014, USD 
became the only private, 
faith-based university in 
California with a dedicated 
space for student veterans. 

USD’s School of Business 
was ranked No. 28 for 
graduate business  
programs out of 140  
business schools across the 
country in the Military 
Times Best for Vets: Business 
Schools survey rankings.



Contact Information

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Company/Title: ____________________________________________________________________________

Company Website: _________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________ Email: ________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/ZIP:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: _______________________________

Preferred name listing in 2017 Founders Gala printed publications:

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Please submit your sponsorship commitment by July 1, 2017,  
in order to realize all sponsorship benefits.

Sponsorship Contact
University of San Diego
Attn: Coreen G. Petti
Degheri Alumni Center, Room 320
5998 Alcalá Park
San Diego, CA 92110-2492

Fax: (619) 260-8857
Phone: (619) 260-4690
Email: cpetti@sandiego.edu

SPONSORSHIP PARTICIPATION FORM

The University of San Diego is a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation, Federal Tax ID Number: 95-2544535.
The University of San Diego thanks you for your support! 
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  Yes! I want to sponsor the University of San Diego  
2017 Founders Gala at the following level:

  Presenting Sponsor — $100,000
  Legacy Sponsor — $50,000

  Heritage Sponsor — $25,000 (Choice of one exclusive sponsorship opportunity)
  Auction Reception Sponsor 

 Bar Sponsor
  Dinner Sponsor
  Printed Materials Sponsor
  Wireless Technology Sponsor
  After Party Sponsor  
  Other:___________________________________________________________

Please confirm availability of exclusive sponsor options with contact information below. 

 Tradition Sponsor — $15,000
 Premier Table — $10,000
 VIP Gala Table — $7,500
 Gala Table — $5,000
 In-Kind Sponsor — $2,500 (value): _______________________________________

                    Provide product and/or service information.
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Donor signature: ______________________________________________________ Date: _____________

Please submit this form by October 1, 2017, in order for items to be included  
in auction guide and Gala printed materials. All donors of items with a  
total market value of $500 or more, will receive name recognition in the  
2017 Founders Gala printed program.

Arrangement for delivery (check the box that applies)

 Donor will deliver.
 Request pick-up by a USD representative.
 Certificate or item will be mailed.

Contact Information

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Company/Title: ____________________________________________________________________________

Company Website: _________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________ Email: ________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/ZIP: _____________________________________________________________________________

Preferred name listing for donor recognition in 2017 Founders Gala printed materials:

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Donated Item(s)

Please describe your donation in detail and provide descriptive brochures and/or photos 
if possible:

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Expiration Date (if applicable): _________________________________ Estimated value: ________

Exclusions and/or restrictions: ___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Instructions on how to redeem item: ______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Auction Donation Contact
University of San Diego
Attn: Deanna “DeeDee” Wittman
Degheri Alumni Center, Room 308
5998 Alcalá Park
San Diego, CA 92110-2492

Fax: (619) 260-8857
Phone: (619) 260-7532
Email: deannan@sandiego.edu

Auction donation FORM

The University of San Diego is a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation, Federal Tax ID Number: 95-2544535.
The University of San Diego thanks you for your support! 
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